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Sir: 


I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING 
SENT BY U.S. MAIL, FIRST CLASS, TO THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450, THIS 


DAY OF 



This is in response to the Office Action mailed on April 

27, 2005. The Office Action rejected claims 1-6, 8-11, 39 and 40 

and objected to claim 7. With this Response the application 
continues to include claims 1-11, 3 9 and 40. 


In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-6, 8- 
11, 39 and 40 under 35 U.S.C §102 (e) as being anticipated by the 
Shioda et al . U.S. Patent No. 6,495,295. 


Enclosed with this Response are Declarations by Francis J. 
Marentic and Nickolas E. Westman under 37 C.F.R §1.131 
establishing that the invention of this application was conceived 
and reduced to practice prior to January 19, 2000, which was the 
filing date of the application that issued into U.S. Patent No. 
6,495,295. 
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As indicated by the enclosed Declaration of Frank J. 
Marentic, one of the inventors of this application, Mr. Marentic 
met with Nickolas E. Westman, the patent attorney who filed the 
application 09/593,594 now U.S. Patent No. 6,682,679) prior to 
January 19, 2 000. As indicated by Mr. Marentic' s Declaration and 
by the Exhibit attached thereto, the invention as defined in 
independent claims 1 and 12 was clearly disclosed by the inventor 
to Mr. Westman. Mr. Westman's Declaration includes Mr. Westman's 
handwritten notes of that meeting which occurred prior to January 
19, 2000, Mr. Westman's Declaration and Exhibit attached thereto 
clearly describes the elements of the invention defined in 
independent claims 1 and 12 . 

After this meeting this patent application was then 
diligently pursued and filed as Application/Serial No. 09/593,594 
on June 14, 2 000. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully requested that 
the rejection of claims 1-6, 8-11, 39 and 40 be withdrawn and the 
claims allowed. 
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The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency 
required by this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1123. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 

By: *f. ^j^L~ < >$Zr*J, 

2} Peter "^Sawicki, Reg. No. 30,214 
^liite 1400 - International Centre 
900 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3319 
Phone: (612) 334-3222 Fax: (612) 339-3312 
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